Minutes of the regularly scheduled meeting of the Saltville Town Council held on November 15,
2016 in the Town Hall at 7:00 p.m.

Council: Tom Holley, Sandra Wyatt, Eugene Call, David Smith, Steve Surber, and
Ron Orr

Mayor:C. Todd Young

Staff: T. Michael Taylor, Town Manager
Trent Crewe, Town Attorney
Chris Wilcox, Chief of Police
R.B. Henderson, Public Works Director
Steve Johnson, Clerk/Treasurer

Councilwoman Wyatt made a motion to approve the minutes of the October 17, 2016 regularly
scheduled meeting, and Councilman Holley seconded. The motion carried 5-0-1 with
Councilman Smith abstaining since he was not present for that meeting.

Citizens’ Time

Steven Crusenberry was at the meeting representing Little League and the use of the
Recreation Building. He asked that Little League be able to use the two rooms on the back side
of the building facing the stadium for storage. One room would be for baseball and one for
softball. He also asked for a key to the building to have easier access. Councilwoman Wyatt
made a motion to add this topic to the agenda, and Councilman Call seconded. All were in
favor.

Mr. Crusenberry also inquired about the building that sets between the two fields. He asked if it

belonged to the town or to former Little League President Carol Nutter. The Mayor asked Town
Attorney Trent Crewe to look into this matter.

Approval of the Agenda

Councilman Smith made a motion to approve the agenda with the addition of Mr. Crusenberry’s
subject, and Councilman Surber seconded. All were in favor.



Old Business

1. Drainage issues (Palmer Avenue and Government Plant Road)

Les Sutherland of the Lane Group spoke on this topic. He said that in regard to the Wilson
property on Government Plant Road, the preliminary cost estimate would be approximately
$63,000. The work entailed involves installing curb and guttering on adjoining Russell Street
down to her driveway. There also needs to be a couple of curb inlets that drain into a storm
sewer and then discharge into the VDOT sewer system which eventually goes down to the river.
The $63,000 price does not include the engineering fees associated with the work.

Referencing the Frye property on Palmer Avenue, Mr. Sutherland said that a drop inlet would be
installed on the upper side of the road, and piping would go underneath the road along the
property line to the creek. This would involve about 375 feet of storm sewer and require the
procurement of easements. The cost estimate for this is $64,000 and does not include the
engineering fees, which would be approximately $6500. The engineering fees for the Wilson
property project would be approximately $8500, but since VDOT would have to be involved,
that amount could be higher.

The Mayor asked if the prices reflected the cost of having to remove rock if that needed to be
done. Mr. Sutherland said that would be considered as unclassified excavation and could
possibly produce a higher cost. Councilman Surber asked Mr. Sutherland if this was the first
time that Lane had actually officially done the engineering on this project, and Mr. Sutherland
replied that only preliminary work had been done before and that he had met with Mr. Frye
himself. Councilman Surber then inquired about the estimates that Lane had given at prior
meetings regarding this project. Mr. Sutherland replied that those were just rough estimates.

2. Salt bay

Town Manager Mike Taylor said that due to safety reasons the old town shop is no longer used
at all with the exception of the salt bay. The bay itself is braced but is bulging, so the town is in
need of a new space to store the road salt. Public Works Director R.B. Henderson stated that
there are holes in some sections of the wall and on the roof, so this needs to be addressed
sooner rather than later. Councilman Surber mentioned that taking a backhoe into the bay
could jar and vibrate the building thereby maybe causing sections to fall.

The Mayor asked what size a new bay should be. Councilman Orr said he thought that the roof
dimensions of a proposed new bay would work if they were 40 X 60. The Mayor then stated the
county inspector would have to approve any plans no matter the building size. Councilman
Surber then made a motion to have the engineers get the plans ready for a new salt bay, and
Councilman Smith seconded. All were in favor.



3. Recreation building

Councilman Call made a motion to authorize Little League to use the two rooms that face the
football field as storage areas. Councilman Surber seconded, and all were in favor.

New Business

1. Veolia report

Bill Duty spoke on the following:

1) He had photos of the sidewalk repair on East Main Street.
2) A leak was fixed behind the old town shop.

3) A section of a six-inch water line measuring five or six feet was repaired in Edgewood. This
leak had been active for a couple of weeks before it was discovered since the pipe was so deep.

4) The pump at the British Rowe station is malfunctioning, and C.L. Boggs is looking at it.

5) Councilman Surber asked about the water running on Fifth Avenue for the past few weeks.
He said it was just running down the middle of the road into the storm drain. Mr. Duty said that
the plan was to dig in that area to see the size of the water line and see if the valve near there is
working. Councilman Surber’s concern was that colder weather was coming and this area
would freeze causing a hazardous driving condition, so he asked Mr. Duty to put this on a high
priority.

Town Manager’s Report

Mr. Taylor spoke on the following:

1) All of the road salt has arrived.

2) The Christmas parade will be December 4t at 3:00 p.m.

3) The audits needed by DEQ for the sewer project are in their hands.

4) The high school band’s fundraiser on November 26 features an Elvis impersonator.
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5) Regarding street lights, Councilman Surber asked about the light that a prior Council
approved for Jay Miller’s property that AEP would not install due to right-of-way issues. He did
not understand why AEP would not do this since AEP has a right-of-way to go across people’s
properties when the need arises. Councilman Surber then brought up the fact that this
particular location for a light would benefit the neighboring property as well. Mr. Taylor said he
would ask AEP representative Jeff Cahill the reasoning for the installation refusal.

Police Chief’s Report

Chief Wilcox stated he had nothing new to report since last month. It was just business as
usual.

Fire Department Report

Assistant Chief Bobby Dye said the department had five members attending a FF-1 class in
Wytheville and one member attending a FF-2 class in Tazewell. He also mentioned that BINGO
night was still well attended.

Closed Session

Councilwoman Wyatt made a motion to enter Closed Session in accordance with the Code of
Virginia, Section 2.2-3711(A)(7) for the consultation with legal counsel and briefings by staff
members or consultants pertaining to actual or probable litigation, where such consultation or
briefing in open meeting would adversely affect the negotiating or litigating posture of the
public body; and consultation with legal counsel employed or retained by a public body
regarding specific legal matters requiring the provision of legal advice by such counsel; Section
2.2-3711(A)(1) for the discussion, consideration, or interviews of prospective candidates for
employment; assignment, appointment, promotion, performance, demotion, salaries, disciplining, or
resignation of specific employees in the police department and for discussion of the personnel policy in
general; and Section 2.2-3711(A)(29) for the discussion of the award of a public contract involving the
expenditure of public funds, including interviews of bidders or offerors, and discussion of the terms or
scope of such contract, where discussion in an open session would adversely affect the bargaining
position or negotiating strategy of the public body. Councilman Smith seconded, and the motion carried
5-1 with Councilman Surber voting no.



After exiting Closed Session, Councilwoman Wyatt made a motion to certify that the Closed
Session was conducted in conformity with Virginia law regarding those matters that are
exempted from open meeting requirements and nothing was discussed other than what was
mentioned in the motion to convene Closed Session. Councilman Orr seconded, and the roll call
vote was 6-0 in the affirmative.

Councilwoman Wyatt made a motion for the inmates to complete the two jobs they have left
and then be finished until they come back in the spring. Councilman Smith seconded, and the
motion carried 5-1 with Councilman Surber voting no.

Councilwoman Wyatt made motion to hire Curtis Crawford as a full-time police officer, and
Councilman Holley seconded. The motion carried 3-2-1 with Council members Wyatt, Holley,
and Orr voting yes, Councilmen Call and Surber voting no, and Councilman Smith abstaining.

Councilman Holley made a motion to have all new hires for the town work for a year before
receiving any leave time. Councilman Call seconded, and all were in favor.

Councilman Orr then asked that it be included that when the leave time does begin after the
first year worked, the leave will be prorated based on the time of year in relation to the end of
the fiscal year. For example, if an employee’s leave time begins in December, this employee will
only get half of the nineteen days allotted since only half of the fiscal year will remain. He put
that in the form of a motion, and Councilwoman Wyatt seconded. All were in favor.

Councilwoman Wyatt made a motion that a letter be sent to the owners of Five-Star Fitness
regarding what was discussed in Closed Session. Councilman Smith seconded, and all were in
favor.

Lastly, Councilman Holey made the motion to adjourn, and Councilman Smith seconded. All
were in favor.



